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TOKYO, March 5, 2009 — Dowa Holdings Co., Ltd. (Address: 4-14-1 Sotokanda, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo; 

capital: 36.4 billion yen; President: Masaki Kohno) has decided to establish an endowed chair in the Faculty 

of Engineering and Resource Science at Akita University (1-1 Tegata Gakuencho, Akita City, Akita 

Prefecture; President: Noboru Yoshimura) for a period of three years, beginning April 1, 2009. 

 

Akita University and Dowa Holdings Co., Ltd. (the “Company”) have long maintained close ties, 

originating in the contributions Denzaburo Fujita, the Company’s founder, made toward the establishment of 

Akita Mining Collage, which preceded Akita University. In July 2007, the university and the Company 

concluded a comprehensive partnership agreement aimed at reciprocal use of their resources, close personal 

exchanges, and contribution to local communities. The university and the Company have conducted many 

joint studies and achieved results in a broad range of fields, including smelting and the environment. 

 

The Company decided to establish an endowed chair in recycle processing at Akita University’s Faculty of 

Engineering and Resource Science, with across-the-board cooperation of the Faculty. The endowed chair is 

for achieving the objectives of facilitating technological development in resource recycling, in which 

recycling and smelting technologies are integrated, and contributing to local communities on environmental 

issues. Such technological development is essential in modern society. 

 

The endowed chair will focus on the following two areas: 

 

1) Development of selective recovery technologies and the recycling process for metallic elements 

remaining in smelting residues and recycled materials 

2) Clarification of the actions of various impurities in the smelting process and research on streamlining 

that process 

 

The Company plans to progressively expand the role of the endowed chair in the future. 

 

With the opportunities presented by this establishment of a chair, Akita University and the Company will 

expand and upgrade the contents of their comprehensive partnership, and pursue scientific and technological 

studies in fields including resource recycling. At the same time, the university and the Company will step up 

their joint efforts to train personnel, contribute to local communities and resolve global environmental 

problems. 


