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Dowa Eco-System Co., Ltd. (14-1 Sotokanda 4-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo; Capital: ¥1,000 million; President: 

Kenichi Sasaki), a subsidiary of Dowa Holdings Co., Ltd. (same location; Capital: ¥36,400 million; President: 

Masao Yamada), has begun construction of an incinerator for detoxification of low-contaminated 

polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) waste and recovery of useful metals at Eco-System Akita Co., Ltd. (42 

Tsutsumisawa, Hanaoka-machi, Odate, Akita Prefecture; Capital: ¥50 million; President: Shuji Kuramochi). 

 

Among the low-contaminated PCB waste, it is estimated that there are around 1.6 million waste transformers, 

capacitors and other electrical devices contaminated with trace amounts of PCB. The Act on Special Measures 

concerning Promotion of Proper Treatment of PCB Wastes stipulates that PCB-containing waste must be treated 

by March 2027, but Japan still has just 11 treatment facilities. Treatment of waste electrical devices must treat 

both their insulating oil and devices themselves. Only five of the 11 facilities are capable of performing such 

treatment. 

 

At multiple locations since 2005 Dowa Eco-System has taken part in demonstration tests, organized by the 

Ministry of the Environment, on incineration of waste electrical devices contaminated with trace amounts of 

PCB to confirm that PCB can be safely decomposed and treated. Based on findings from these tests, since 2011 

it has been engaging in highly efficient treatment of devices using a dedicated continuous incinerator in 

Okayama Prefecture. Recently a decision was made to construct a new facility with the same system in Akita 

Prefecture. 

Eco-System Akita acquired ministerial approval for detoxification treatment of insulating oil contaminated with 

trace amounts of PCB with its existing incinerator in 2011 and has already begun treatment operations. When the 

facility that recently entered construction comes into operation, it will be possible to treat both insulating oil and 

devices at the same location. It is believed that this will drastically increase convenience to emitters outsourcing 

treatment of waste electrical devices. 

 

The Dowa Group will continue to engage in safe and reliable treatment of low-contaminated PCB waste to 

contribute to advancement of PCB waste treatment, for which the statutory deadline is set for March 2027. 

 

Overview of facility under construction 

1) Construction site:        Eco-System Akita Co., Ltd. 

2) Construction start date:   August 19, 2013 

3) Expected date of completion:    Within 2014 

4) Items to be treated (planned):  Low-contaminated PCB waste (including devices themselves of waste 

electrical devices contaminated with trace amounts of PCB) 

Eco-System Akita Co., Ltd. Commences Construction of 
Low-Contaminated PCB Waste Treatment Facility 

Integrated treatment of waste electrical devices improves convenience for outsourcing treatment of the devices 


